[Leukemia incidence and survival in Germany according to current standardized categories].
Leukemias include a large number of diverse malignancies concerning the blood-forming system. Population-based comparisons and time trends are complicated by inconsistent definitions and classifications. In the course of the European HAEMACARE project, a consensus grouping system was created based on the morphology codes of the ICD-O-3 (International Classification of Diseases-Oncology, third revision), consistent with the WHO classification published in 2008 and useful for epidemiologic and public health purposes. For the first time leukemia incidence and survival in Germany are presented according to this system on the basis of cancer registry data.. A set of leukemia cases diagnosed during 2001-2010 was extracted from the data submitted by German population-based cancer registries to the Robert Koch Institute in early 2013 and grouped according to the HAEMACARE system. Direct age-standardized incidence rates were calculated. To estimate the prognosis of adult leukemia patients diagnosed during 2008-2010, the 5-year relative survival was computed using the period approach. Based on 23,328 predominantly leukemic malignancies ascertained for six federal states over a 10-year period, the age-standardized incidence rates were 4.1 (per 100,000) for chronic lymphocytic leukemia, 3.1 for acute myeloid leukemia, and 2.4 for myeloproliferative neoplasms, similar to other European regions. The 5-year relative survival of leukemia in Germany currently ranges between 8 and 95% according to sex, age, and category, and is thus considerably better compared with results derived from a European data pool referring to 2000-2002.